
 

  RIBEIRO, Victor Maximiano (Lisbon, 1862 – Lisbon, 1930) 
 

 

Son of Joaquim José Ribeiro and D. Maria Benedicta Montez. His paternal grandfather, António 

Maximiano Ribeiro, was a judge of the people of the Casa dos Vinte e Quatro, of the flag of S. Miguel, of the 

cerieiros. His maternal grandfather, André Montez Garcia, was a merchant and his maternal grandmother, 

Benedicta Rasore, was of Genoese origin. His godfather was António Xavier Pinto de Campos, an official of 

the Court of Appeal and a playwright. After completing his commercial studies at the Industrial and 

Commercial Institute of Lisbon in 1880, he was appointed, by decree of 28 November 1882, clerk at the 

Hospital de S. José. He held this position until September 1891, when, at his own request, he was transferred 

to the accounting department of the Misericórdia de Lisboa, where he took up the position of archivist. In 

January 1910, he was put in charge of organising and cataloguing the respective historical archive. Between 

1888 and 1896, he was a secondary school teacher. 

A writer and journalist, he contributed to many newspapers and journals of his time, listed by Inocêncio 

Francisco da Silva and Esteves Pereira and Guilherme Rodrigues, in chronological order of publication: 

Diário de Portugal, 1882; Verdade, de Tomar, 1882-1887; Direito, do Funchal, 1883; Transmontano, de Vila 

Real, 1884; Sciencia para todos, 1882-1883; Occidente, 1883-1907; Era Nova, 1884; Commercio e Industria, 

1884; Illustração de Portugal e Brasil, 1885; O explorador, 1885; Atheneu Comercial, 1885- 1886; Debates, 

1888; Revista popular de conhecimentos úteis, 1888; A moda ilustrada, 1894; O Commercio, 1898; The 

Voice of the Clerk, 1900; News Diary, 1901; Brazil-Portugal, 1902; Elegant Lisbon, 1902; Evenings, 1905-

1911; Illustração Portugueza (Portuguese Illustration), 1906-1907; Archivo Histórico Portuguez (Portuguese 

Historical Archive), 1907-1911; Boletim da Real Associação dos Architectos e Archeologos Portuguezes 

(Bulletin of the Royal Association of Portuguese Architects and Archaeologists), 1900-1907; O Instituto, de 

Coimbra (The Institute, of Coimbra), 1901-1907. On the centenary of António Feliciano de Castilho (1st 

Viscount of Castilho), on 26 January 1900, he edited a commemorative publication. 

He belonged to several scientific institutions, namely: member of the Alexandre Herculano Literary Society; 

elected, in 1886, member of merit of the Lisbon Commercial Athenaeum; elected, in 1901, full member of the 

Royal Association of Portuguese Civil Architects and Archaeologists; and elected in the same year to the 

Instituto de Coimbra; elected in 1903 as a corresponding member of the Instituto Histórico e Geográfico 
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Brasileiro; elected in 1905 as an honorary member of the Academia Nacional de História,  in Bogotá; elected 

in 1906 as a corresponding member of the Academia Real das Ciências de Lisboa; and also corresponding 

member of the Ateneu, in Santiago, Chile (1910), the Portuguese Reading Room, in Pernambuco, and the 

Pernambuco Archaeological and Geographical Institute (1910). This academic dynamism, in line with the 

cultural trend, reflects the literary interest and scientific concern of the time. 

A historian and publicist, his historical studies, although “lacking great criteria in the selection of the data 

presented” (José Mattoso), contain elements of great value, particularly for the history of welfare in Portugal 

during the modern era. He participated in the work of the First Portuguese Congress on Charity, held in Porto 

in January 1905, and in the Fourth International Congress on Tourism, held in Lisbon in 1911. A renowned 

figure at the time, in 1911 he was a member of the following commemorative committees: Grande Comissão 

Patriótica (Great Patriotic Committee), Comissão de Comemoração a Sousa Viterbo (Sousa Viterbo 

Commemoration Committee) and Comissão da Academia das Ciências (Academy of Sciences Committee) 

for the 1915 celebrations of the centenary of the conquest of Ceuta and the death of Afonso de Albuquerque. 

A learned researcher, his personal library consisted of works by leading authors of his time, such as Anselmo 

Braamcamp Freire, Teófilo Braga, Cristóvão Aires de Magalhães Sepúlveda, António Baião, João Lúcio de 

Azevedo, Pedro Wenceslau de Brito Aranha, Júlio de Castilho, Costa Goodolphim, Afonso de Dornelas, 

Albino Forjaz de Sampaio, José Leite de Vasconcelos, Jordão de Freitas, David Lopes, Henrique Lopes de 

Mendonça, and Edgar Prestage.  lso drew on the historiographical works of Rebelo da Silva, Oliveira Martins 

and Pinheiro Chagas, whose works were also in his library, alongside the main scientific journals in circulation 

in which he contributed, such as the Archivo Historico Portuguez, the Boletim da Academia Real das 

Sciencias and the Boletim da Real Associação dos Architectos e Archeologos, as well as various 

manuscripts. An admirer of writers who had a strong influence on his approach to history, he recorded this 

appreciation in his study on A Fundadora da Egreja do Collegio de Santo Antão (The Founder of the Church 

of the College of Santo Antão), dedicating it “to the memory of the scholar, antiquarian and patient researcher 

José Maria António Nogueira, with fond regards from the author”. Detailed in his description of the facts, 

laborious in his research, and verbose in his writing, his conception of history can be found in the pamphlet O 

Tradicionalismo Histórico na Educação Popular (Historical Traditionalism in Popular Education): “It is the 

tradition followed that constitutes history.” When analysing the work of Sousa Viterbo in the study he 

dedicated to him, it is also clear that he considers library and archive work essential for historical research, as 

well as the ability to critique, comment and write, which are necessary techniques for “rigorous research”. He 

evoked Herculano who, in his view, “laid the foundations of the nation’s political history”. An erudite 

perspective on the writing of history is evident, which must also involve its dissemination, as evidenced by the 

collection Narrativas e lendas da historia pátria (Narratives and legends of national history), in which, in the 

sense of positive history, he highlights facts and figures of great impact. 

With a vast body of published work, one of which had a large print run and another which was included in 

popular and illustrated collections, his works are highly regarded and have had an impact on historiography, 



 

with some being repeatedly cited in specialist studies 

 

Bibliografia activa: A Egreja e a Casa de São Roque de Lisboa. Algumas notícias subsidiarias e 

documentais, Lisboa, Na Typographia da Academia, 1910, separata do Boletim da Segunda Classe, Vol. III, 

n.º 6; A Fundadora da Egreja do Collegio de Santo Antão (da Companhia de Jesus) e a sua sepultura: 

notícia documental apresentada à Academia das Sciencias, Coimbra, Imprensa da Universidade, 1911, sep. 

das Memorias da Academia das Sciencias, vol. XIV; A Infanta D. Maria e o seu Hospital da Luz. Notícia 

documental, Lisboa, Typ. da Casa da Moeda e Papel Selado, 1907, sep. do Boletim da Real Associação dos 

Architectos Civis e Archeologos Portuguezes, tomo X; A revolução e a republica hespanhola: 1868 a 1874, 

Lisboa, Casa Alfredo David, 1912; A Santa Casa da Misericórdia de Lisboa: subsídios para a sua história 

1498-1898: instituição, vida histórica, estado presente e seu futuro, Lisboa, Typ. Academia Real das 

Sciencias, 1902 (ed. fac-similada com prefácio de J. V. de Pina Martins, Lisboa, Academia das Ciências, 

1998); A Vida Lisboeta nos séculos XV e XVI (Pequenos quadros documentaes). Peditórios e pedintes, 

Lisboa, Of. Tip. Calçada do Cabra, 1910, sep. do Archivo Historico Portuguez, vol. VIII; Artes e indústrias em 

Portugal no século  XVIII: uma escola de bordados - um tapeceiro português, Lisboa, Arquivo Histórico 

Português, 1913, sep. do Arquivo Histórico Português, vol. IX; História da  beneficência  pública  em  

Portugal,  Coimbra, Imprensa da Universidade,  1907,  sep.  de  O  Instituto,  vol.  48-54;  Influencia  da  

tradição monumental e local no desenvolvimento do "turismo" no paiz, Lisboa, Imp. Nac.-Casa da Moeda, 

1910; Narrativas e lendas da historia patria: a vontade do  povo  na  historia  portuguesa,  Lisboa, Alfredo 

David, 1912; Registos  conventuais  de  Lisboa.  Obituários  da  Igreja  e  Casa  Professa  de São Roque, da 

Companhia de Jesus desde  1555  até  1704,  [Lisboa],  Academia  das  Sciencias, 1916; Sousa Viterbo e a 

sua Obra. Notas  bio-bibliographicas, Lisboa, Typographia  Castro  Irmão, 1913. 
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